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Introduction 
During the COVID-19 pandemic it became apparent that the scientific basis for many 
infection control interventions was weak, and that more research on the effects of public 
health and social measures was needed. To address this gap, the Norwegian Ministry of 
Health asked the Norwegian Institute of Public Health to establish a research centre with a 
specific focus on this topic area. The Centre for Epidemic Interventions Research (CEIR) 
was formally established in the autumn of 2021, hosted by the Norwegian Institute of 
Public Health (NIPH). 

CEIR has been tasked with three main activities, as defined by the following aims: 

1. Prepare for the conduct of studies of effects of non-pharmaceutical infection 
control measures  

2. Carry out effect studies 
3. Develop and evaluate tools to support the use of research in decision-making in 

health crises, and improve critical health literacy in the population  
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Activities 2022 
In our first full year of operation, CEIR has invested time and resources in establishing the 
centre in terms of staff, localisation, and building collaborative relationships – in addition 
to activities directly related to the stated aims for the centre.  

CEIR is organizationally and physically placed within the Division for Health Services at 
the Norwegian Institute of Public Health, and is now practically fully staffed. Formal 
arrangements are in place with staff from the Division of Infection Control allocating part 
of their work time to supporting CEIR and to ensure effective communication and 
collaboration between the researchers’ activities in the centre and public health 
practitioners/advisors within the institute. 

We held the first meeting with our National Advisory Board in October 2022. 

CEIR web page: www.fhi.no/en/more/research-centres/ceir/  

 

AIM 1 – Prepare for the conduct of studies of effect of non-pharmaceutical 
infection control measures  
• Informed consent requirements for trials of public health measures have hindered 

several planned CEIR-studies. CEIR has contributed to the public debate about this 
barrier by publishing papers in scientific journals (e.g. Nytt Norsk Tidsskrift), 
presenting at meetings and conferences (e.g. at the Norwegian Academy of Science and 
Letters, Vitenskapsakademiet, 07.11.2022), and giving interviews with the media (e.g. 
Khrono 11.01.2022). 

• By challenging decisions by the Regional Ethics Committees (REK), CEIR has sparked a 
debate within the National Committee for Medical and Health Research Ethics on the 
need to revise the current regulations for health research in Norway. This has been 
done through formal complaints about REK-decisions. 

• CEIR has provided input to the expert group that was tasked with preparing a report to 
the Norwegian government, on legal and ethical issues related to collection, availability, 
sharing, and use of data, and the use of randomised trials during crises.  

• In collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO), CEIR has commissioned a 
review of the current evidence on the effects of public health and social measure, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The work is carried out by a team at the American 
University of Beirut, in collaboration with the Epistemonikos Foundation (Chile), with 
input from WHO and CEIR. 
 

AIM 2 – Carry out effect studies 
For 2022, CEIR focused mainly on planning and conducting randomised trials of infection 
control measures. Three trials have been completed this year: 

• Wearing glasses in public to protect against infection (published) 
• Social media-campaign to increase COVID-19 testing among migrants (published) 
• Phone calls from general practitioners to their unvaccinated patients, to increase 

COVID-19 vaccine coverage (submitted for publication) 

CEIR-staff have also contributed to non-randomised studies of infection control measures: 

http://www.fhi.no/en/more/research-centres/ceir/
https://www.idunn.no/doi/10.18261/nnt.39.1.9
https://khrono.no/alarmerende-lite-forskning-pa-tiltak-mot-smitte-vi-aner-virkelig-ikke-hva-hvert-enkelt-tiltak-bidrar-med/648603
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/436542ebbc77473b96e4c45c5668b07a/juridiske-og-etiske-problemstillinger-knyttet-til-innsamling-tilgjengeliggjoringdeling-og-bruk-av-data-samt-bruk-av-randomiserte-forsok-i-kriser.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/436542ebbc77473b96e4c45c5668b07a/juridiske-og-etiske-problemstillinger-knyttet-til-innsamling-tilgjengeliggjoringdeling-og-bruk-av-data-samt-bruk-av-randomiserte-forsok-i-kriser.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/436542ebbc77473b96e4c45c5668b07a/juridiske-og-etiske-problemstillinger-knyttet-til-innsamling-tilgjengeliggjoringdeling-og-bruk-av-data-samt-bruk-av-randomiserte-forsok-i-kriser.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799115
https://preprints.jmir.org/preprint/34544/accepted
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• Mandatory COVID-19 testing of international travelers entering Norway (published) 
• Open schools and pre-schools (published) 
• Closing schools versus using targeted control measures (published) 

Several trials are also in planning or recruitment stages. These include: 

2nd booster trial:  In February 2022 CEIR started planning a trial to test the effectiveness of 
offering a 2nd booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, at the request of the Division of 
Infection Control at the Norwegian Institute of Public Health. The trial is registered in the 
ClinicalTrials.gov database and all necessary legal, ethical, and logistical requirements have 
been secured. The idea was to invite half of the population in the age group 45-64 years, 
without increased risk of severe COVID-19, to take the 2nd booster dose. In November 
2022 the government decided to offer the booster to all members of the population 
between the ages 18 and 64 years old, making it practically impossible to carry out a 
sound trial. However, the study plan is relevant also for future booster doses. 

Home office trial: In the spring of 2022, employees at the Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health were invited to take part in a trial to assess the risk of respiratory infection when 
working from home compared to being present in the workplace. This was the pilot phase 
of a larger randomised trial planned for the coming and following winter seasons. A major 
challenge proved to be recruitment of individuals, as well as companies who are willing to 
allow their employees take part in the study. Recruitment of participating companies is 
ongoing and will continue through 2023. 

Air cleaners in bars and restaurants: Early piloting has also started for a trial of air cleaners 
in bars and restaurants, for 2023. 

Use of face masks in public spaces: We have secured ethics approvals for randomised trials 
of using face masks in public spaces to reduce risk of respiratory infection, and of face 
masks versus respirators (e.g., FFP2/FFP3) for staff in long term care facilities. The trials 
may be launched in 2023. 

NOST evaluation: The Norwegian Institute of Public Health is in the process of launching 
NOST – A tool for observing infection control measures in the health service. CEIR has 
been asked to support an evaluation of the effectiveness of this program. A randomised 
trial carried out in hospital departments is being planned. 

 

AIM 3 – Develop and evaluate tools to support the use of research in decision-
making in health crises, and improve critical health literacy in the population  
CEIR has in collaboration with Epistemonikos Foundation in Chile and InfoDesign Lab in Oslo 
further developed the interactive Evidence to Decision framework/tool, to support transparent 
and informed decision-making among policymakers and other decisionmakers, e.g., health 
professionals and health authorities making recommendations.1 The tool iEtD tool will now be 
translated to Norwegian, for further user testing.  

 
1 A recent example of the application of the Evidence-to-decision framework: Infection prevention and control in 
the context of coronavirus disease (COVID-19): a living guideline. World Health Organization 2023. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23744235.2022.2131899
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-13868-5
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2021-055071/185388/School-Closure-Versus-Targeted-Control-Measures
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT05539703
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT05539703
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-ipc-guideline-2023.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-ipc-guideline-2023.1
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In the CHOICE-project CEIR has, in collaboration with international partners mainly in 
Rwanda, Kenya and Uganda, developed learning resources for use in high schools, aimed 
at improving the students’ ability to critically assess health claims – a skill that is 
particularly relevant in the face of “infodemics” during epidemics and other health crises. 
Randomised trials of the resources were conducted in each of the three East African 
countries in 2022, including a total of 244 schools and 11,343 students. The results will be 
published in 2023. 

CEIR launched The Message Lab in late 2022 – an approach to testing different ways of 
communicating information about the effects of interventions – to the general population, 
or other groups. The first trial conducted by the Message Lab concerns the results from 
CEIR’s own study of wearing glasses to protect against COVID-19 infection. Participants in 
the Message Lab-trial will be shown the glasses-study results with uncertainty about the 
results presented in different ways. Outcome measures include understanding of 
uncertainty, perceived benefit and harm, and intended behaviour. The results will be 
published in 2023. 

The interactive Summary of Qualitative findings (iSoQ) tool is a free, online, interactive 
platform to support authors of qualitative evidence syntheses to apply the GRADE-
CERQual approach for assessing how much confidence to place in the findings of their 
syntheses.2 In collaboration with the Epistemonikos Foundation in Chile, in the last year 
we completed version 1 of iSoQ, launched this for use internationally and now have close 
to 500 users. 

Together with political scientists in Bergen, Trondheim, and Toronto we are 
systematically reviewing examples of public participation in decisions about public health 
and social measures used to manage the Covid-19 pandemic. The aim of this review is to 
inform decisions about how best to enable public participation and deliberation in 
decisions about public health and social measures, and to inform decisions about 
evaluations of public participation in the context of pandemics and epidemics. The results 
will be published in 2023. 

In the SUPPORT-SYSTEMS project we explore whether decision-making processes for 
health systems strengthening, and universal health coverage (UHC) can be made more 
inclusive, responsive and accountable. We focus on the extent to which actively involving 
civil society voices and other stakeholders can humanise decision-making processes for 
UHC and promote equity.  

Finances 
CEIR was funded primarily by ear-marked funding in the Norwegian national budget (20 
mill. NOK). In addition, CEIR received funding from the Norwegian Research Council for 
the CHOICE-project (described above). 

  

 
2 A recent example of the application of the GRADE-CERQual approach: Flaherty SJ et al. Maternity care during 
COVID-19: a qualitative evidence synthesis of women's and maternity care providers' views and experiences. BMC 
Pregnancy Childbirth. 2022 May 26;22(1):438. 

https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-022-04724-w
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-022-04724-w
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-022-04724-w
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CEIR-staff 2022 
• Mona Bjørbæk, Senior Advisor 
• Ingeborg H. Elgersma, Researcher 
• Petter Elstrøm, Researcher 
• Signe Flottorp, Researcher 
• Atle Fretheim, Centre Director 
• Christine Holst, Researcher 
• Heather Munthe-Kaas, Researcher 
• Andy Oxman, Researcher 
• Matthew Prescott Oxman, PhD-candidate 
• Christopher J. Rose, Statistician 
• Sarah Rosenbaum, Researcher 
• Runar Solheim, Researcher 
• Tone Bruun, Epidemiologist 
• Didrik Vestrheim, Epidemiologist 
• Oliver Kacelnik, Epidemiologist 
• Arnfinn Helleve, Researcher 
• Simon Lewin, Researcher 
• Chui Hsia Yong, Communication and publications manager 
• Annlaug Selstø, Senior Advisor 

National Advisory Board 
• Bjørn-Inge Larsen (Head of Advisory Board), Helse- og omsorgsdepartementet 

(Ministry of Health and Care Services)  
• Liv Arum, Pensjonistforbundet (Norwegian Pensioners’ Assocation) 
• Ingrid Tyridal Bjerring, Kommuneoverlege, Lier commune (Municipal Chief Medical 

Officer, Lier Municipality) 
• Per Øystein Eikrem, Finansdepartementet (Ministry of Finance)  
• Merete Habberstad, NHO reiseliv (Norwegian Hospitality Association) 
• Håkon Kavli, Kunnskapsdepartementet (Ministry of Education and Research) 
• Jan Emil Kristoffersen, Legeforeningen (Norwegian Medical Association) 
• Hege Lorentzen, Kommunesektorens organisasjon (KS) (Norwegian Association of 

Local and Regional Authorities) 
• Espen Nakstad, Helsedirektoratet (Norwegian Directorate of Health) 
• Esperanza Diaz, Pandemisenteret, Universitetet i Bergen (University of Bergen) 
• Cecilie Sjåland, Landsorganisasjonen i Norge (LO) (Norwegian Confederation of Trade 

Unions) 
• Einar Ove Standal, Utdanningsforbundet (Union of Education Norway) 
• Bente Westrum, Statsforvalteren i Innlandet (County Governor, Innlandet) 
• Kirsten Brubakk, Norsk Sykepleierforbund (Norwegian Nurses Organisation) 
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Publications 2022 
 

In scientific journals 
Related to Aim 1 
• Fretheim A. Covid-19: Pinlig mangel på kunnskap om effekter av smitteverntiltak, Nytt norsk tidsskrift. 78-84. 

24 Mars 2022. 

Related to Aim 2 
• Elgersma IH, Fretheim A, Indseth T, Munch AT, Johannessen LB, Hansen CE. Evaluation of a social media 

campaign to increase COVID-19 testing in migrant groups: A cluster randomized trial. J Med Internet Res. 
2022 Feb 24.  

• Fretheim A, Elgersma IH, Helleve A, Elstrøm P, Kacelnik O, Hemkens LG. Effect of Wearing Glasses on Risk 
of Infection With SARS-CoV-2 in the Community: A Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA Netw Open. 2022 Dec 
1;5(12):e2244495.  

• Elgersma IH,  Svarstad E, Kløvstad H, Nygård KM, Kristoffersen AB. No evidence for added value of 
introducing mandatory COVID-19 testing for international travellers entering Norway with a valid EU digital 
COVID certificate, Infectious Diseases. 2002;54:12, 934-939. 

• Elgersma IH, Telle K, Elstrøm P, Skagseth H, Kacelnik O. Transmission of severe acute respiratory coronavirus 
virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) between hospital workers and members of their household: Nationwide, registry-based, 
cohort study from Norway. Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology (2022), 1–6. 

• Stebbings S, Rotevatn TA, Larsen VB, Surén P, Elstrøm P, Greve-Isdahl M, Johansen TB, Astrup 
E. Experience with open schools and preschools in periods of high community transmission of COVID-19 in 
Norway during the academic year of 2020/2021. BMC Public Health. 2022 Jul 30;22(1):1454. 

• Rotevatn TA, Elstrøm P, Greve-Isdahl M, Surén P, Johansen TKB, Astrup E. School Closure Versus Targeted 
Control Measures for SARS-CoV-2 Infection. 2022 Mar 11. 

• Tu K, Sarkadi Kristiansson R, Gronsbell J, de Lusignan S, Flottorp S, Goh LH, Hallinan CM, Hoang U, Kang 
SY, Kim YS, Li Z, Ling ZJ, Manski-Nankervis JA, Ng APP, Pace WD, Wensaas KA, Wong WC, Stephenson E; 
INTRePID. Changes in primary care visits arising from the COVID-19 pandemic: an international comparative 
study by the International Consortium of Primary Care Big Data Researchers (INTRePID). BMJ Open. 2022 
May 9;12(5):e059130.  

• Gravningen K, Henriksen S, Hungnes O, Svendsen K, MacDonald E, Schirmer H, Stene-Johansen K, 
Simonsen GS, Kacelnik O, Elstrøm P, Bragstad K, Rinaldo CH. Risk factors, immune response and whole-
genome sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 in a cruise ship outbreak in Norway. Int J Infect Dis. 2022 May;118:10-20. 

• Enger H, Larssen KW, Damås ES, Aamot HV, Blomfeldt A, Elstrøm P, Ås CG. A tale of two STs: molecular and 
clinical epidemiology of MRSA t304 in Norway 2008-2016. Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis. 2022 
Feb;41(2):209-218.  

• Kraft KB, Elgersma I, Lyngstad TM, Elstrøm P, Telle K. COVID-19 vaccination rates among healthcare 
workers by immigrant background: A nation-wide registry study from Norway. Scand J Public Health. 2022 Sep 
28:14034948221100685.  
 

Related to Aim 3 
• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 1.1: assumptions that 

treatments are safe or effective can be misleading. Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine. 
2022;115(9):354-359.  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 1.2: Seemingly logical 
assumptions about research can be misleading. Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine. 2022;0(0).  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 1.3: Seemingly logical 
assumptions about treatments can be misleading. J R Soc Med. 2022;115(11):448-50.  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 1.4: Trust based on the source 
of a claim alone can be misleading. J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221135537.  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 2.1: Comparisons of treatments 
should be fair. J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221140733.  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 2.2: Reviews of the effects of 
treatments should be fair. J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221140738.  

https://www.idunn.no/doi/10.18261/nnt.39.1.9
https://preprints.jmir.org/preprint/34544/accepted
https://preprints.jmir.org/preprint/34544/accepted
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799115
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799115
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23744235.2022.2131899
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23744235.2022.2131899
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23744235.2022.2131899
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/transmission-of-severe-acute-respiratory-coronavirus-virus-2-sarscov2-between-hospital-workers-and-members-of-their-household-nationwide-registrybased-cohort-study-from-norway/4AEF387553C3E7851DA8B8FFC54D4A47
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/transmission-of-severe-acute-respiratory-coronavirus-virus-2-sarscov2-between-hospital-workers-and-members-of-their-household-nationwide-registrybased-cohort-study-from-norway/4AEF387553C3E7851DA8B8FFC54D4A47
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/transmission-of-severe-acute-respiratory-coronavirus-virus-2-sarscov2-between-hospital-workers-and-members-of-their-household-nationwide-registrybased-cohort-study-from-norway/4AEF387553C3E7851DA8B8FFC54D4A47
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-13868-5
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-13868-5
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2021-055071/185388/School-Closure-Versus-Targeted-Control-Measures
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2021-055071/185388/School-Closure-Versus-Targeted-Control-Measures
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/12/5/e059130
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/12/5/e059130
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1201971222001047
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1201971222001047
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10096-021-04353-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10096-021-04353-9
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/14034948221100685
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/14034948221100685
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01410768221120491
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01410768221120491
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01410768221135497
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01410768221135497
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221135536&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B98x%2BtTESp7ZH%2FnLC%2B%2BkTXa96h%2FYL968BMVkwYBzeJc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221135536&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B98x%2BtTESp7ZH%2FnLC%2B%2BkTXa96h%2FYL968BMVkwYBzeJc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221135537&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KoO%2Fo5fugT6Ci7Mxyn7glAaYKNb7LrtSv2tInJJYggc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221135537&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KoO%2Fo5fugT6Ci7Mxyn7glAaYKNb7LrtSv2tInJJYggc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140733&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0SBPM7EXOuGaLijdVYqf1e8VOGdiaB6h8%2B0wqhKJq%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140733&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0SBPM7EXOuGaLijdVYqf1e8VOGdiaB6h8%2B0wqhKJq%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140738&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VScW25X11tzad0uPdFGBbZhcraR4vDhSzZqLC9WM8sY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140738&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VScW25X11tzad0uPdFGBbZhcraR4vDhSzZqLC9WM8sY%3D&reserved=0
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• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 2.3: Descriptions of effects 
should clearly reflect the size of the effects. J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221140739.  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 2.4: Descriptions of effects should 
reflect the risk of being misled by the play of chance. J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221140750.  

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 3.1: Evidence should be relevant. 
J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221140768.  

• Oxman A, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key concepts for informed health choices. 3.2: Expected advantages should 
outweigh expected disadvantages. J R Soc Med. 2022:1410768221140786.  

• Oxman AD, Fretheim A, Lewin S, Flottorp S, Glenton C, Helleve A, Vestrheim DF, Iversen BG, Rosenbaum 
SE. Health communication in and out of public health emergencies: to persuade or to inform? Health Research 
Policy and Systems (2022) 20:28.  

• Munthe-Kaas H, Nøkleby H, Rosenbaum S. (2022). User experiences of structured stakeholder engagement to 
consider transferability: The TRANSFER approach. Campbell Systematic Reviews, 18, e1284.  

• Chesire FC, Ochieng MA, Mugisha M, Senyonga R,  Oxman M,  Nsangi A, Semakula D, Nyirazinyoye L, Lewin 
S, Sewankambo NK, Kaseje M,  Oxman AD,  Rosenbaum S. Contextualizing critical thinking about health using 
digital technology in secondary schools in Kenya: a qualitative analysis. Pilot Feasibility Stud 8, 227 (2022).  

• Alderighi C, Rasoini R, Formoso G, Celani MG,  Rosenbaum SE. Feasibility of contextualizing the Informed 
Health Choices learning resources in Italy: A pilot study in a primary school in Florence. F1000Research 
2022, 11:1167.  

• Holst C, Stelzle D, Diep LM, Sukums F, Ngowi B, Noll J, Winkler AS. Improving Health Knowledge Through 
Provision of Free Digital Health Education to Rural Communities in Iringa, Tanzania: Nonrandomized 
Intervention Study. J Med Internet Res 2022;24(7):e37666.  

• Glenton C, Carlsen B, Winje BA, Eilers R, Wennekes MD, Hoffmann TC, Lewin S; VITAL Consortium. Using 
qualitative research to develop an elaboration of the TIDieR checklist for interventions to enhance vaccination 
communication: short report. Health Res Policy Syst. 2022 Mar 19;20(1):31. 

• Barry A, Lewin S, Cadogan CA. Applying the intervention Complexity Assessment Tool to brief interventions 
targeting long-term benzodiazepine receptor agonist use in primary care: Lessons learned. BMC Primary Care. 
2022: 23: 175. 

• Ssenyonga R, Sewankambo NK, Mugagga SK, Nakyejwe E, Chesire F, Mugisha M, Nsangi A, Semakula 
D,  Oxman M, Nyirazinyoye L,  Lewin S, Kaseje M, Oxman AD, Rosenbaum S. Learning to think critically 
about health using digital technology in Ugandan lower secondary schools: A contextual analysis. PLoS ONE. 
2002;17(2): e0260367.  

• Glenton C, Lewin S, Downe S, Paulsen E, Munabi-Babigumira S, Agarwal S, Ames H, Cooper S, Daniels K, 
Houghton C, Karimi-Shahanjarini A, Moloi H, Odendaal W, Shakibazadeh E, Vasudevan L, Xyrichis A, 
Bohren MA (2022). Cochrane Effective Practice and Organisation of Care (EPOC) Qualitative Evidence 
Syntheses, Differences From Reviews of Intervention Effectiveness and Implications for 
Guidance. International Journal of Qualitative Methods,Volume 21: 1–14. 

• Oxman AD, Chalmers I, Dahlgren A. Key Concepts for Informed Health Choices: Where’s the evidence? 
F1000Res. 2022. https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.123051.1 Agaba JJ, Chesire F, Mugisha M, Nandi P, 
Njue J, Nsangi A, et al. Prioritisation of Informed Health Choices (IHC) Key Concepts to be included in 
lower-secondary school resources: a consensus study. medRxiv. 2022. 
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.04.11.22273708  

• Oxman M, Larun L, Gaxiola GP, Alsaid D, Qasim A, Rose CJ, et al. Quality of information in news media 
reports about the effects of health interventions: systematic review and meta-analyses. F1000Res. 
2022;10:433. https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.52894.2 

Pre-prints  
• Oxman M, Chesire FC, Mugisha M, Ssenyonga R, Ngatia B, Nsangi A, Lewin S, Moberg J, Sewankambo N, 

Kaseje M, Melby-Lervåg M, Fretheim A, Oxman AD, Rosenbaum S). Potential adverse effects of an 
educational intervention: Development of a framework. medRxiv preprint, 2022. 

• Fretheim A, Elgersma IH, Helleve A, Elstrøm P, Kacelnik O, Hemkens LG. Glasses Against transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2 in the community (GLASSY): a pragmatic randomized trial. medRxiv preprint, 2022. 

Reports and working papers 
• Iversen BG,  Desenclos J-C,  Fretheim A, Viso A-C, Schmidt T, Sane J, Lopes PVV, Perehinets I, Ottersen 

T. What has been the role of national public health institutes in providing knowledge during the COVID-19 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140739&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Ix9wAaisW%2FwlUatIQ7D5pNOuRBKVjFKRBDoQZ0uIGs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140739&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Ix9wAaisW%2FwlUatIQ7D5pNOuRBKVjFKRBDoQZ0uIGs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140750&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RiahHBZ33E3z9yFlmUPSmXKHW2dhWK4YTEzWReXP1yA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140750&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RiahHBZ33E3z9yFlmUPSmXKHW2dhWK4YTEzWReXP1yA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140768&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ah1gWSUdJXRCCgx3AszD0dCiWWQGiKCmn6%2BG2nQhgoc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140786&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C9NFAxKQNgL108ojmhqmmZ%2F4Lt72Jpk7beviZag1RdU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F01410768221140786&data=05%7C01%7Catle.fretheim%40fhi.no%7C830b621f9a17496cd13b08dad4436d44%7C54475f801baa4ea99185c0de5cc603fe%7C0%7C0%7C638055683308744884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C9NFAxKQNgL108ojmhqmmZ%2F4Lt72Jpk7beviZag1RdU%3D&reserved=0
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-022-00828-z
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.1284
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.1284
https://pilotfeasibilitystudies.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40814-022-01183-0
https://pilotfeasibilitystudies.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40814-022-01183-0
https://f1000research.com/articles/11-1167/v1
https://f1000research.com/articles/11-1167/v1
https://www.jmir.org/2022/7/e37666/
https://www.jmir.org/2022/7/e37666/
https://www.jmir.org/2022/7/e37666/
https://www.jmir.org/2022/7/e37666/
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-022-00833-2
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-022-00833-2
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-022-00833-2
https://bmcprimcare.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12875-022-01775-y
https://bmcprimcare.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12875-022-01775-y
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0260367
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0260367
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/16094069211061950
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/16094069211061950
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/16094069211061950
https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.123051.1
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.04.11.22273708
https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.52894.2
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.07.27.22278097v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.07.27.22278097v1
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.07.31.22278223
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.07.31.22278223
https://eurohealthobservatory.who.int/monitors/hsrm/analyses/hsrm/what-has-been-the-role-of-national-public-health-institutes-in-providing-knowledge-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-including-on-the-effects-of-public-health-and-social-measures
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pandemic, including on the effects of public health and social measures?. European Observatory on Health 
Systems and Policies, 2022. 

• Gravningen KM, Ødeskaug LE, Utheim MN, Korpås JA, Jørgensen SB, Elstrøm P, Lyrån B, Jemtland R, Kols 
NI, Kvaal SA, Asfeldt AM, Littauer P, Kilhus K, Skutlaberg DH, Pedersen TA, Hermansen NO, Kacelnik O, 
Iversen BG. Nasjonalt utbrudd av Pseudomonas aeruginosa i sykehus forårsaket av ferdigfuktede ikke-sterile 
vaskekluter, Norge, 2021-2022. Oslo: Folkehelseinstituttet, Område for smittevern, miljø og helse 2022 
(ISBN 978-82-8406-308-9)  

Books, book chapters 
• Rosenbaum S et al. "Teaching Young People to Think Critically about Health Claims and 

Choices." In Combating Online Health Misinformation: A Professional's Guide to Helping the Public, edited by 
Keselman A, Smith CA, Wilson AJ.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers; 2022. 

Study protocols 
• Atle Fretheim, Lars G. Hemkens, Arnfinn Helleve, Ingeborg Hess Elgersma, Petter Elstrøm, Oliver 

Kacelnik (2022). The GLasses Against transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in the communitY (GLASSY) trial: A 
pragmatic randomized trial (study protocol). medRxiv preprint.  

• Maria AR, Cooper S, Glenton C, Lewin S, Meskell P, Suleman M, Shepperd S. Adults' views and experiences of 
vaccines developed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic: a qualitative evidence synthesis 
(Protocol). Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2022, Issue 4. Art. No.: CD015291. 

• Oxman, Matt (2022). Assessing potential "far transfer" of learning: protocol for development and evaluation of 
questionnaire items [Version 1, awaiting peer review]. Zenodo.  

• Oxman, Matt (2022). Assessing potential adverse effects of an educational intervention: protocol for 
development and evaluation of questionnaire items [Version 1, awaiting peer review]. Zenodo. 

• Ssenyonga R, Oxman AD, Nakyejwe E, Mugagga SK, Nsangi A, Semakula D, et al. Does the use of the 
Informed Health Choices secondary school resources improve critical thinking about the effects of health among 
secondary school students in Uganda? A cluster-randomised trial protocol. IHC Working Paper. 2022.  

• Mugisha M, Nyirazinyoye L, Simbi CMC, Chesire F, Ssenyonga R, Oxman M, et al. Effects of Informed Health 
Choices secondary school resources on the ability of Rwandan students to think critically about health: protocol 
for a cluster-randomised trial. IHC Working Paper. 2022.  

• Chesire F, Kaseje M, Ochieng M, Mugisha M, Ssenyonga R, Oxman M, et al. Effects of the Informed Health 
Choices secondary school intervention on the ability of lower secondary students in Kenya to think critically 
about health information and choices: Protocol for a cluster-randomized trial. IHC Working Paper. 2022.  

• Ssenyonga R, Lewin S, Nakyejwe E, Nsangi A, Semakula D, Chesire F, et al. Informed heath choices 
intervention to teach secondary school adolescents in Uganda to assess claims about treatment effects: a process 
evaluation protocol. IHC Working Paper. 2022.  

• Mugisha M, Nyirazinyoye L, Oxman AD, Simbi CMC, Chesire F, Ssenyonga R, et al. Use of the Informed 
Health Choices digital resources for teaching lower secondary school students in Rwanda to think critically 
about health: protocol for a process evaluation. IHC Working Paper. 2022.   

• Chesire F, Kaseje M, Ochieng M, Mugisha M, Ssenyonga R, Oxman M, et al. Effect of the Informed Health 
Choices digital secondary school resources on the ability of lower secondary students in Kenya to critically 
appraise health claims: protocol for a process evaluation. IHC Working Paper. 2022.  

• Woloshin, Steven, Oxman, Andrew D., Rose, Christopher J., Rosenbaum, Sarah E., Holst, Christine Hemard, 
Lorena Diaz, Rada, Gabriel, Vergara, Camilo, & Munthe-Kaas, Heather. (2022). Communicating uncertainty 
about the effects of wearing glasses to reduce the chance of getting COVID: protocol for a randomized trial. 
Zenodo.  

Op-eds 
• Stoltenberg C, Fretheim A, Solberg R. Hjelp oss å finne ut av dette: Bidrar hjemmekontor til å bremse 

smittespredning? Dagens Næringsliv, 26.10.22. 

  

https://eurohealthobservatory.who.int/monitors/hsrm/analyses/hsrm/what-has-been-the-role-of-national-public-health-institutes-in-providing-knowledge-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-including-on-the-effects-of-public-health-and-social-measures
https://www.fhi.no/publ/2022/nasjonalt-utbrudd-av-pseudomonas-aeruginosa-i-sykehus-forarsaket-av-ferdigf/
https://www.fhi.no/publ/2022/nasjonalt-utbrudd-av-pseudomonas-aeruginosa-i-sykehus-forarsaket-av-ferdigf/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.02.04.22270120v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.02.04.22270120v1
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015291/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015291/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015291/full
https://zenodo.org/record/6976925#.Yv4WUXZBz-g
https://zenodo.org/record/6976925#.Yv4WUXZBz-g
https://zenodo.org/record/6976952#.Yv4lPHZBz-g
https://zenodo.org/record/6976952#.Yv4lPHZBz-g
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6560218
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6560218
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6560218
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6562788
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6562788
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6562788
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6562940
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6562940
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6562940
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6984730
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6984730
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6984730
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6874985
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6874985
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6874985
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6919372
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6919372
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6919372
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7428981
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7428981
https://www.dn.no/innlegg/arbeidsliv/hjemmekontor/smittevern/hjelp-oss-a-finne-ut-av-dette-bidrar-hjemmekontor-til-a-bremse-smittespredning/2-1-1340917
https://www.dn.no/innlegg/arbeidsliv/hjemmekontor/smittevern/hjelp-oss-a-finne-ut-av-dette-bidrar-hjemmekontor-til-a-bremse-smittespredning/2-1-1340917
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Academic Presentations etc. 
• Randomised trials of infection control measures, Health Economics Seminar, University of Oslo, 

15.02.2022 (Atle Fretheim) 
• Do we need randomized trials of infection control measures? Why aren’t they being done? EbM-Congress 

2022, Deutsches Netzwerk Evidenzbasierte Medizin e.V. 18.03.2022. (Atle Fretheim) 
• Where are the randomized trials? Experiences from Norway during the COVID-19 pandemic. More on 

Evidence to Impact, 9th virtual ISEHC Conference, 17.10.2022. (Atle Fretheim) 
• Air quality trials at CEIR. BESSI Air quality webinar, 23.06.2022. (Atle Fretheim)  
• A trial of 2nd booster dose to assess impact on severe COVID-19. EU Trial coordination board, 22.09.2022. 

(Atle Fretheim) 
• Planlegging av studie på effekt av 2. oppfriskningsdose covid-19 vaksine (4. dose). Webinar for 

kommuneleger, FHI, 14.09.2022 (Petter Elstrøm) 
• Forekomst av resistente bakterier. Webinar for kommunehelsetjenesten, FHI, 22.09.2022. (Petter 

Elstrøm) 
• Er forskningsetikken en bremsekloss for forskning på folkehelsetiltak?  Debattmøte, 

Vitenskapsakademiet, 07.11.2022. (Atle Fretheim) 
• Hvordan kan vi vite om smitteverntiltakene som anbefales under en pandemi fungerer? 

Smitteverndagene, FHI, 10.11.2022. (Atle Fretheim) 
• Health communication in and out of public health emergencies: To inform or to persuade? AIFA (Italian 

Medicines Agency) International Seminar, 27.01.2022. (Andy Oxman) 
• Helsepåstander: Hva skal man tro og hva skal man gjøre? Sandvika vgs. 14.10.2022. (Andy Oxman) 
• Critical thinking about healthcare: Where have we been and where are we going. XVIII Meeting of the 

Iberoamerican Cochrane Network, 18.10.2022. (Andy Oxman) 
• Forskning, kommunikasjon, deltakelse, og kritisk tenkning: hjørnesteinene i gode beslutninger. Kunnskap 

i bruk, NORNESK konferanse, 25.10.2022. (Andy Oxman) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ill.: FHI/Sara Martine Berge 
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